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FOUL PLAY
This news-letter deserves serious attention. I said last week that
the Government here wants to issue registers to fresh Indian entrants
only under the obnoxious law.1 When I wrote that, I was quite sure
that the Government would resile from its earlier position and allow
the voluntary registration of Indians who, though they held permits,
arrived after the 9th, I find that my calculation has gone wrong.
Mr. Gandhi and General Smuts have been in correspondence, General
Smuts categorically declaring in the end that Indians arriving after
May 9 will be governed by the provisions of the obnoxious Act.
It was Hajee Habib who sent news from Pretoria that they intended
to apply the obnoxious law [to fresh Indian entrants also]. Immediately
on receipt of the information, a telegram was despatched, to which the
following reply was received.
MESSAGE FROM GENERAL SMUTS
[I2 am directed by the Government] to inform you by telegram
that, since the persons who entered the Transvaal during the three-
month period were allowed to apply for voluntary registration,
the terms of the settlement have been fulfilled. Those who arrive
after the period of three months will be obliged to take out registers
under the law.
Mr. Gandhi then wrote the following letter3 to General Smuts.
I sent you a telegram4 with reference to a telegram from
Mr. Ghamney. I am sure you will be able to see from the letter
addressed to you from gaol5 that anyone coming in [after the expiry
of the period of three months] should be entitled [to apply] for
voluntary registration, provided he is otherwise eligible.
Mr. Chamney's refusal to permit voluntary registration [of
this category of persons] has created a panic. I hope that you
will issue the necessary instructions, and permit voluntary regis-
tration of those who may now come in.
1  Vide "Johannesburg Letter", pp. 238-9.
2 Registrar of Asiatics
3 This has not been translated.    For   the   text,   vide   "Letter  to   General
Smuts", p. 230.
4 The English original has "telephone message",
5 Vide "Letter to Colonial Secretary", p. 41,